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Asst Minister Imigration & Citizenship,Teresa Gambaro,
Ian Baker DIAC, and Chris Manook

Mission Statement
To promote and facilitate better understanding, closer
relationship and mutual appreciation amongst the
Burmese and Australian communities by Social,
Welfare, Cultural, and Educational activities
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Yuzana & I.C. Band Performing - Sydney

Mrs Joan Watts with Nita Perry
Nursing Trophy Cup

President’s Report
It has been an extremely busy
period since our March issue
for the Association; having
celebrated our 43rd Anniversary, Thingyan water festival,
and The Iron Cross Concert. I
would like to say a very sincere
“Thank You” to everyone who
supported us so generously
with: advertising, attending
functions and voluntary services. I hope you enjoyed the
events as much as we enjoyed
your participation.
As a result of the experiences
we have had in organizing
these many functions, we have
decided to run “ Line Dancing “
classes the same way as we
started The Badminton Club a
year ago spearheaded by Denise and Bryan Alexander. The
line dancing classes will be
headed by Wanda Heldt who is
a professional line dancer and
also Assistant Secretary to
Tina Gordon on the Management Committee. We will also
be running language classes for
the new arrivals spearheaded
by Albert Meyerkort assisted
by Sandra Baker, Charles
Samuels and Wanda, who are
attending classes at TAFE as
teaching aids and are preparing themselves to start teaching the new arrivals by the beginning of August. Jeff Martin
is working with The Chin
Youths in conjunction with
Thomas Thoung, ECC Youth
Committee and Justin and
Fiona Watts, Catholic Youths.
Michael Hutton is working very
hard on introducing new ideas
which are going to attract

more members, and of
course has been very involved in making the Iron
Cross band visit a success.
Betty Johnson of course,
say no more… she is the
mover amongst the Seniors
and she is working together
with me in trying to organize a one day per week,
meet for the seniors at
AAA. Dennis Thomas is trying his hardest to get information for grants on
different areas. Chris
Manook, our Vice-President
has been very supportive to
me in our ‘new directions’,
and has been the main
driver of this improved
Newsletter and format.
There are a lot of projects
that are still in the pipeline
which are unfinished that I
would like to see completed.
We want BAWA to be the
most vibrant and efficient
Association in Perth and
one that you can be proud
to be associated with for
many years to come, so why
not approach any of your
management committee
with any ideas you have and
share it with us like the
Seniors have done and we
could put these ideas into
practice. It is the only way
forward and thinking outside the square.
The honours goes to the
portfolio owners in this
newsletter. Please read the
very interesting segments
they have for you because
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what’s written in this news-

letter is what The Committee
is made up of.
BAWA’s AGM is set for Sunday 14th October 2007 at AAA
complex and notices will be
posted out on
10th September 2007. Please
come and show your support on
the day.
As we approach 2007-08 and
retrospectively look back we
can be proud of our numerous
achievements in bringing the
Burmese community closer together We can look forward to
the future with renewed optimism, rest assured that our
Association is continuing to
expand significantly in membership and sponsorship. Our
Strategic Plan, which should
see us planning our services
and areas of emphasis for the
next 5 years is being put together.
It’s been almost a year I’ve
been voted in as your President and as this is our last
newsletter before the AGM,
may I take this opportunity to
thank The Management Committee for their commitment,
dedication and the countless
amount of voluntary hours
given to various functions,
food fetes, seniors gathering,
meetings with officials, many,
many more and most of all for
giving me their full support. . .
. and YOU, our financial and
non financial supporters for
giving me a smile and saying
hello whenever you see me
THANK YOU.
God Bless,, Denzil.

Profile : In Pursuit
of
Excellence
Mrs. Joan Watts
By Charles Samuels

Two days after arriving in
Perth from Burma (Myammar)
on January 23, 1971, Joan
started working as a nursing
assistant in Princess Margaret
Hospital. She left in 1976 to
have a baby, worked part time
in aged care, and returned to
PMH Sterile Unit in 1986 and
continued to work there until
she retired in December 2006.
“I’ve spent 26 years in the
field of sterilization and have
come a long way from the days
of folding linen to this day and
age when sterilization is very
sophisticated”, she said.
Joan attended such courses as
the Sterilization Course of
Western Australia and South
Australia. She also attended a
Management Course in Sterilization whilst at the same time
attending conferences and
workshops to further her
knowledge in the sterilization
field. She was very much part
of the Staff Development
Team at PMH. She had taken
on many roles whilst at PMH.
She was the Sterilization Assistant, Leading Hand, Supervisor in the unit and also Acting Manager at various times
during her working life at
PMH.

Joan says she agonized
over retiring but felt it was
time to put up her feet and
start to enjoy the fruits of
her labor after all these
years, to catch up on television especially
“Grey’s
Anatomy” and to dedicate
more time to her charitable
and benevolent acts in her
parish of Girrawheen. But
most of all she says,
“spending more time with
my loving husband Derek
and family who have unselfishly helped me achieve my
dreams these last 26 years.
I suppose it’s time to put
my “old man” first”.
Joan’s achievements have
been many, including the
most prestigious “The Nita
Perry Award” presented by
the Sterilization Research
& Advisory Council of Australia for Achievement,
Contribution, Dedication
and Excellence.
She was a member of Sterilization Research & Advisory Council (SRACA-WA)
for 18 years and committee
for 12 years. She was also a
group winner of the 2005
Nita Perry Award for participation in the developing
and publishing of SRACA
Sterilization Standards
book.
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On behalf of BAWA, and the
whole community, we wish
Joan Watts, a relaxed and
comfortable retirement whilst
she now serves the community
and her church in a very benevolent way.

Mrs Joan Watts
with
Nita Perry Trophy Cup
____________________
Burmese Association
Office Hours
The Association’s office at 275
Stirling Street, Perth is open
Monday to Friday as follows:
Monday:
9.00 am to 1.00 pm
(Charles Wemyss)
12.15pm to 4.30 pm
(Dolly Holzinger)
Tuesday:
9.30am to 12.00
(Joyce Leeming)
Wednesday: 10.00am to
12.00
(Betty Johnson.)
Thursday:
9.00 am to 1.00 pm
(Charles Wemyss)
Friday:
12.00noon to 2.30 pm
Phone/fax 9328 8988.
E-mail bawa@upnaway.com.au.
If calling outside of the above
hours please leave a message
and we will get back to you as
soon as possible.

Membership Portfolio
You have my consent should you wish to put my comments
on your web site …. Many thanks
Ian Dennis, BAWA Member…….”

New members, total of 26. joined this quarter:
Mrs.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mrs.
Dr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Ms
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Ms
Mrs.
Mrs.
Ms
Mrs.

Bridget
Derek
Moira
Oscar
Brian
Lucretia
Clive
Beryl
Margaret
Sandra
Henry
Ursla
Tony
Dee
Fay
Kelly-Marie
Andrew
Corinne
Neville
Beryl
Hendrik
Marla
Patricia
Sandy
Catherine
Habi

Anthony
Butler
Butler
DeGlanville
D'Souza
D'Souza
French
Gyi
Hamilton
Jones
Khin Maung
Marlam
Millward
Price
Quinlivan
Rainford
Scanlin
Seth
Seth
Shore
Sipkes
Toldo
Tope
Vertannes
White
Wilson

Please remember to use this service whenever possible
so you will benefit from the savings on offer. And provide some feedback to myself (Michael Hutton) on 0417
988447 or via email hutton@dodo.com.au whether negative or positive, so that I may strive for continuous improvement.

Membership Subscriptions
Please be reminded that your membership subscriptions
are now due, being the new financial year of 2007/08.
Fees remain at $15.00 which is rather paltry when compared to the many benefits of association membership.
For those that have already paid we express are appreciation. Renewal notices will be sent out shortly and
prompt payment will be appreciated as the association
depends a great deal on these funds. Should you receive
a renewal notice even though you’ve already paid please
contact myself so that we can amend our records or attend to the problem.
Even though your subscription is now due, your membership card won’t expire until 31st. December, at which
time a new card will be mailed to you if your membership
is up to date.

‘A sincere welcome to our new members’
from the President and Management Committee

————————————————————————————-

Sale of BAWA Polo Shirts and Caps

Michael Hutton mob 0417 988447
Email hutton@dodo.com.au

To compensate for the onset of the cooler
months we have been offering BAWA merchandise at
10% off the normal sale price; meaning the hats for
$10 and Polo Shirts for $22.50. Response to this initiative has been great, but we cannot hold this price
for long, the price is expected to return to normal
with the arrival of spring and summer. So for those of
you who appreciate a bargain now’s the time to get
yourself kitted out and look the part.

________________________________________

CALENDAR of upcoming BAWA EVENTS
Saturday 6th October 2007 - BAWA Line Dancing
Hoe Down

Shoprite

Sunday 14Th October 2007 - Annual General
Meeting.

Happy to report that members have been saving quite a bit by using their Shoprite cards. Members
recently saved $150 each on two Toshiba Laptops and
$30 on an LG microwave. The following is an example
of a ‘happy satisfied customer ‘ …
…"Good afternoon Daniel ( Daniel Deeny, Director,Shop
Rite Enterprises) .. Just thought I'll give you some feed
back re the excellent service that I have been provided
with by your staff every time I had a price query, not to
mention the considerable savings gained.
Please convey my appreciation & thanks to all your staff
& keep up the excellent service. ..
Thumbs up all around!!!!!!!!

Sunday 28th October 2007 - BAWA Senior's Lunch
Saturday 17th November 2007 -Thazaungdine
Senior's Morning Tea... 1st Saturday of every month
Badminton every Friday 7.30pm, at Hainsworth
Sporting Complex, Girrawheen
5

(Ed. See Flyers p.15 Line Dancing, and Senior’s lunch, )

Multicultural Consultative Forums
CentreLink: As BAWA’s representative, I attended
the quarterly Centrelink, Multicultural Consultative
Forum meeting on Tuesday 12th June in Perth. About
40 people from various Federal and State government departments, and representatives from various
Welfare delivery Groups attended.
A number of Centrelink service delivery improvements were presented. Of interest, was the handling
of new arrivals/refugees/migrants at JCA (Job Capacity Assessment) interviews, where the need for
qualified Interpreters with language and cultural
competence was identified. Also identified/discussed
was the conflict between the ‘work first’ agenda, and
the need for arrivals to start/continue their English
learning AME (Adult Migrant English) program.
Centrelink have now expanded their Aussie Football
for Youth initiative to include all multicultural communities under the Multicultural Community Football
(Aussie Rules) program. BAWA’s Youth Coordinator,
Jeff Martin, will interface on this project with the
Burmese community youth.
DIAC ( Dept of Immigration and Citizenship previously DIMA ) I attended an evening presentation at Fraser’s restaurant, King’s Park hosted by the
Department of Immigration and Citizenship to ‘meet
and greet’ The Hon Teresa Gambaro MP, Assistant
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, together
with various multicultural community group representatives.
The Minister identified, amongst other things, that
Migration success was a key element in the building
across all sectors, of the modern Australian nation;
that 43 per cent of Australians were born overseas
or had a parent from overseas; that the Humanitarian Programme for Refugees for 07/08 is planned for
13, 000 to focus on Africa, Asia (including Burma)
and the Middle east; and that there would be greater
encouragement support and funding for refugees/
migrants to learn English, get a job, commit to Australian values and take part in mainstream activities.
I had an opportunity to mention to the Minister that
according to the 2003 Census, there were more Burmese people living in W.A., than the rest of Australia
combined, and this was, I thought, due to the proximity of Perth and the Port of Fremantle to Burma
(Myanmar); and that the Burmese community groups
and Associations in W.A. were nationally the most
active.

Chris Manook
Vice President
(Ed. see pix p.1)

Monthly Food Fetes

The Food Fetes continue to be very popular, and is starting to attract some ‘new faces’, and also more Australians. This is good news, and has been due to the advertising of the event to friends and families who enjoy the
social and culinary attractions of the morning. Thank you
to Bryan Alexander who has actually done rounds of maildrops around the Stirling Street venue, which has no
doubt attracted some of the ’new faces’. We ask all our
members and families to actively advertise and remind
others of the Food Fetes to continue to make it a
successful and enjoyable one for all. Some reasons for
the popularity are: reasonable price of food sold, the
food tastes good, and the whole atmosphere is one of a
friendly-bustling ‘bazaar’.
As part of continuous improvement in the hygiene aspects of the Food Fete, we have introduced a number of
new and ongoing safety initiatives. If any un-hygienic, or
un-safe practices are observed, we welcome the feedback.
Remember, purchases of quantities of food for consumption later should be refrigerated/frozen as soon
as possible.
Food fetes are held every second Saturday of the month,
so the dates for 2007 are Sat July, 14 Aug 11,
Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, & Dec 8.
Venue: The Australian Asian Association Main Hall, 275
Stirling Street, Perth
Time: 11:00 am to 1pm.

Bring along your friends!
Contact: Mr Denzil D’Vauz 944 00019.
——–—————————————————————

Culture
BURMESE RADIO PROGRAM
The BAWA Burmese Radio program is broadcast from
3.30pm to 4.30pm every Sunday afternoon on 6EBA FM
95.3.
We welcome donations, especially from listeners of the
program, to help us defray some of the costs.
Birthday and Anniversary requests can be made by ’phone
or e-mail to - The Burmese Association on 9328 8988

or bawa@upnaway.com.au

The Radio Sub-committee is made up as follows:
Chairperson & Producer : Tyrone Alexander
6 Announcers: John Hersheen, John Francis, and Dawn
Alexander

Marketing & Promotions

Youth

A Youth Social was held on the 16th June
07 and was organized for the youth of our community. This is a start of a new beginning for the Burmese Association and I believe the youth social will
get stronger. From the beginning, I realised it was
going to be a difficult task to attract young people to
become interested in our association's activities but
this is a problem which I believe all other associations share in. Some committee reps from another
Association was present at the function and commented what a courageous effort BAWA has made in
attempting to attract the youth and encouraged us to
continue and not to give up.
On the night of the function, some of the
young people wanted to have further discussions with
our Association in how we can attract young people
and eventually amalgamate the different youth
groups to become one. These young people at the social wanted more and is already contributing different ideas and concepts to attract other youth groups.
We will definitely be considering all suggestions and
giving it a go....
FUNKSTA - our entertainment band for the
night did not disappoint the youth that were there.
Most of the youth got up and got on down and did
their thing with the hip music - some even did the
MACARENA which surprised me quite a bit.

On Saturday, May 19, 2007, at the invitation of
Paul Kyaw, of the Karen Community, I attended
an information session with various government
representatives and the Karen community. A
wealth of information was imparted and exchanged by various informed personnel, including
a lawyer from our community, Mr. PatrickThaung,
who informed the community in detail of their
rights and obligations as citizens of Australia.
The afternoon was well attended including Ramdas Sankaran, Executive Director of the Multicultural Services Centre of W A, and President
of the Ethnic Communities Council of W A., the
Hon Margaret Quirk, Ray Halligan MLC and Ian
Baker of the Department of Immigration & Multicultural Affairs. Paul Kyaw represented the
Karen community very well and spoke about the
recent arrival of Karen refugees to Western
Australia. He conducted the whole afternoon
with great pride and professionalism.
At the invitation of the Ethnic Communities
Council of W A I also attended an evening to
meet the new Minister for Multicultural Interests & Citizenship, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich MLC; it
was an evening where Paul Kyaw and I were able
to quietly speak to the Minister of the needs of
the recently arrived refugees.

My thanks to the Management Committee and Sub
Committee in giving me the full support to have a
crack at this social and a very special thanks to all
who came and helped at the hall set up and clean up
at the end of the night. And my most sincere thanks
goes to all the young people (especially Fiona & Thomas). They all had a good time and I am definitely
looking forward to seeing them all again. "If at first
you don't succeed, Try Try Again" is what BAWA will
continue to do in order to have our legacy passed on
to the youth.

The Advertising insert included with this
Newsletter shows the businesses that have
placed their confidence in us, and in return, I
implore members of our Association to please
use their services.
Sponsorship and interest by the Burmese Business Community to maintain production of our
“state of the art Newsletter” remains positive.

Centrelink have now expanded their Aussie football
for Youth initiative to include all multicultural communities under the Multicultural Community Football
(Aussie Rules) program. This year’s focus is to include
all multicultural children and their parents by encouraging them to play Aussie Rules. Centrelink Coordinator, Camille LeGeois, who is involved with this
project, has met with me to discuss
the project. Any families or youth
wanting to be included, please
contact me - 9275 6143.

If you know of anybody who would like to enjoy
low cost advertising, please contact me anytime
on 0409 662429.

Charles Samuels

Jeff Martin
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Badminton
Our BAWA north badminton group is already
a year old,and we celebrated its first birthday
with a pizza night and
enjoyed it with our regular loyal supporters. We have made good progress this year , news have spread
around and we had Colin Roach and
his team from the Kingsway club visit
us twice and had good games
against us.

Bryan Alexander

Seniors’ Column
April 7th was Holy Saturday, so we
decided not to have Seniors Morning
Coffee (SMC )for April.
Our Busselton trip (20-23 April) was
another great outing for our seniors.
25 of us went along and booked in at
our favourite Churchill Guest House.
We did a tour, which was very interesting and the shopping around in the
Busselton market was most enjoyable
– everyone happy to spend a dollar or
two. We had ‘Tai Chi’ every morning
in the grounds of the Guest House,
sing-a-long and bingo in the evenings,
etc. It was a good break for all of
us.
The BAWA Gala Dinner/Dance at
Vasto Hall held on 28th April was a
great success. See comments under
Social Activities.
The SMC on 5th May was well attended (43) and the usual activities
were enjoyed by all. Thank you to
Soe Soe Martin again for providing
delicious Biryani rice for lunch and

along and join us and have fun.
We play every Friday night for
2 hours starting at 7.30pm, at
the Hainsworth Recreation
Centre, Hainsworth Av, Girrawheen.
Enquiry:Bryan (H)92460132,
mob0439439358
Denzil.. (H) 9440 0019

We have players like Leeroy Eadon,
Sandra Lwin & Donna Dewitt who
still play in the masters tournaments,
and a few others who play regular
pennants. We will be organising
round-robin competitions, and if any
other clubs are interested, please let
us know.
We would like to welcome all those
who are keen, wanting to keep fit
and enjoy new friendship, to come

(Ed. See pix p.14)

Betty Johnson
sweets too.
Our Seniors Lunch/Social on the
26th of May was a great success.
Ray Howell was our DJ for the
day and kept the seniors on their
feet and singing too. Many
thanks to you, Ray. Soe Soe provided a delicious lunch and sweets
were donated by Soe Soe, Arlene
d’Cuna, Ivy D’Vauz, Cheryl Morris,
Noreen Achard and yours truly.
Thank you all for your kind contribution. A big thank you must also
go to all our helpers.
I must mention the highlight of
the day!! Victor Johnson, Mal
Shortt and John Webster from
the South Sea Islands honoured
us with a cabaret, performing the
Hawaiian Dance followed by the
Hakka. What a performance! They
kept everyone laughing and clapping for 15 minutes. It was really a
wonderful show. Thank you very
much Victor, Mel and John.
Besides most of our Committee
members, 34 seniors attended our
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SMC on 2nd June. This was a combined activity and forum to include discussions on the Building
Fund, which I believe, concluded
reasonably well.
14th June (Thursday) – 25 seniors
went along to Bentley Tafe for
lunch. We had a very nice meal &
all were happy to be together;
chatting, and laughing. I think we
were the noisiest crowd in the
restaurant. !
17th July (Tuesday) - we are off
to Burswood for Christmas in
July. We are expecting about 30
seniors to coma along.

Betty

(Ed. See pixs of Seniors p.1 and 15)

Volunteers for Burmese
Migrant English Classes
BAWA has been approached by
other Burmese ethnic groups to
assist in additional English
classes for migrants. Discussions with the TAFE Adult Migrant Education Service have
taken place with a view to members of the community volunteering to assist migrants from
Burma in basic English learning.
The migrant English classes are
intended to fit in with the
TAFE migrant English program,
increase migrant opportunities
to learn English and offer a bilingual learning environment.
Several BAWA Association
members will be attending the
English Home Tutor training
course held by TAFE as a basis

for conducting regular English
classes. The migrant classes are
expected to be held at the AAA
building at 275 Stirling Street,
Highgate. It is expected
Additional English skills will help
migrants settle much faster into
Australian society, engage in
wider range of jobs and achieve
greater fulfillment.
If any members of the community wish to participate please
contact the Association. Those
who will be volunteering should
think of contacting the TAFE
Home Tutor Scheme on telephone
9229 3600 to attend training
over several weekends (several
hours each day for four days).
The training is basically intended
for general members of the Australian community to volunteer
and teach any migrant as a one-

on-one home tutor. However,
if you feel confident that you
have the skills or training this
may not be needed.
Once you have conducted the
training you will be eligible to
be an approved home tutor
for migrants from all over the
world. However, if the need
arises the Association would
like to retain your volunteer
services to form a pool of
Australian-Burmese or other
nationality home tutors available for Burmese migrants.
Classes are expected to commence towards the later part
of the year.

Albert Meyercort

Community News
If you would like us to publish special
birthdays,
anniversaries,
weddings, or births and deaths,
please send a message to the Association office Tel:/Fax: 9328 8988
or E-mail: bawa@upnaway.com.au

Milestone Birthdays
80th Birthday: Mr Dennis Smith
on 30th April
70th Birthday: Mr Reggie Chater
on 16th June
70th Birthday: Mrs Pauline
Tranter on 30th June

Ed - Congratulations on achieving
these Milestone Birthdays

Deaths

Mr Paul Carrapriett: Aged 42
years. Passed away on the 12th
June 2007. Son of Mr Michael Carrapriett(deceased) and Mrs Winita
Carrapriett and brother of Claudia
Carrapriett (ex-Treasurer of

BAWA and former announcer on
BAWA's Burmese Radio Program.)
Paul was also involved with the
BAWA MC and assisted with
‘mixing’ at the 6EBA Burmese
Radio program. He is also the
nephew of Mrs June Pasco, an
ex MC member of BAWA and
Tax Help official.
Mr Sylvester (Sylvi) David
Aged 70 years. Passed away on
15th June 2007. Beloved husband of Mrs Gladys David and
loving father of Heather, Clarence, Ricky, Suzie, Charlie, Pat
and Des. Sylvi was a very active
member of the Burmese Association for over 14 (fourteen)
years until his health failed him.
He was most happy doing welfare work on behalf of the As9

sociation. He enjoyed organizing fund raising dances, the
monthly food fetes and the
Annual Seniors Lunches for
which he would call on friends
and members to donate pots of
food or cash to defray the
costs - and these people were
happy to oblige- such was
h i s
p e r s o n a l i t y .
We are sorry to bid you farewell, dear friend, but we know
you will be helping (Up there!)
with organizing things and
greeting new comers.

Illness -

The Management
Committee wishes Heinz a very
speedy recovery. Heinz is
Dolly’s husband and he has
been a great support to Dolly
and helps out The Committee
in whatever way he can. Heinz
our prayers are with you

THE IRON CROSS BAND TOUR OF
AUSTRALIA – JUNE 2007
BAWA successfully explored new horizons recently
when the Association sponsored the Iron Cross band
from Burma. This contemporary and rock band is extremely popular in Burma and in many countries overseas
including the United States and Canada. The core group
in the band consists of eight male artists, including the
astonishingly talented Ko Chit San Maung who has been
rated as one of the top acoustic guitar players in the
world. He displayed his talents on stage by playing two
guitars at once and even managed to transform a guitar
into a keyboard; not to mention performing aerial acrobatics with a guitar, which lucky for all the shoulder strap
was of the heavy duty variety.
In order to add spice, three female singers were added to
the tour for this particular trip. They were Ma May
Khalar who is a legend in the entertainment business; Ma
Khing Chaw Su Tin, a very talented entertainer; and Ma
Yuzana Myint Ngwe, the youngest and a star in her own
right at a tender age.
The visa and sponsorship process was a huge learning
curve for the Association, but one which was completed
with relative ease, thanks to the valuable assistance from
Mr.Alex Trutwein who has had some previous experience in such affairs.
Under our sponsorship the band performed two gigs, one
in Perth and the other in Sydney. The former was held at
the Swan Park Auditorium in Midvale, and the latter at
the Bowman Hall in Blacktown, Sydney. Both shows
attracted an audience of venue capacity each, which can
be considered as relatively successful, considering that
the ticket prices ranged from $60 to $100 for the Perth
Show and $80 to $120 for the event in Sydney. All the
front row tickets for the Perth show were sold out early,
and were filled by the young generation who wanted to
be up close to their entertainers.
The audience reacted with great enthusiasm to the band,
and at times it was difficult to encourage the crowd in
Perth to remain seated, such was the mood created by the
musicians. All of the BAWA management committee
team assisted in the operation of the concert at Midvale,
and were wearing their BAWA logo polo-tops, which
clearly advertised BAWA’s role in the facilitation of this
type of event. There was good feedback and recognition
from the younger concert goers that there should be more
of this type of event, and that it needed an organisation
like BAWA to make it happen. It was a bit easier in Sydney as the venue was larger and there was a lot of room
in the peripherals for dancing and generally letting your
hair down in an event such as this.
On direction from Mr.Denzil D’Vauz our President, I
was given the task to manage the roadshow from beginning to end; meaning I managed the entire process from
the visa and sponsorship applications to liaisons with the
Immigration Department to ensure that the process was
conducted in the best interests of the entertainers and the
Association. This included accompanying the band to 10

Sydney. The concert in Blacktown went off without a
hitch and for the first time in the Association’s history
our banner was proudly displayed on the front of the
stage at a Sydney concert.
Everything in terms of the concert went well, except for a
potentially serious problem when Khing Chaw Su Tin’s
handbag was stolen in Sydney, together with her Burmese passport; requiring a trip to Canberra to get a replacement in time for their departure which was only
three days away. This ended up being a blessing in disguise as I then had the opportunity to meet the acting ambassador U Aung Soe Win, who is the Charge d’ Affaires, Embassy of the Union of Myanmar. I took that
opportunity to explain and promote BAWA. The dialogue was very interesting and productive as we covered
a fair bit of ground on various topics. Ko Aung Soe Win
was very impressed with BAWA in what we’ve achieved
and particularly our future objectives, direction and our
Constitution. I found the ambassador and all the staff at
the embassy very open and friendly both to myself and
the entertainers, as the entire troupe also took the opportunity to travel to Canberra that day. A bona fide replacement passport was issued much to the joy and satisfaction
of all. We will be sending an official letter to the ambassador together with some complimentary BAWA merchandise as a token of our appreciation.
While I was in Sydney I was interviewed by SBS Radio
on their weekly hour long Burmese program which runs
at 2:00pm WST every Wednesday. The interview was
conducted by Ma Khin Mar Win and focused on the Iron
Cross tour but we also covered BAWA and in particular
the future directions of the Association and benefits of
membership.
The entire Iron Cross event was a great success, and the
lessons learnt will be applied for future events. For the
first time in the Association’s history our banner was displayed outside Western Australia, our flyers were distributed in Sydney and Canberra at the Myanmar Embassy,
and I had the opportunity to meet the Myanmar Ambassador and be the envoy on behalf of BAWA. On a personal
note; a poignant moment for me was when I sent an SMS
back to my fellow committee members saying “BAWA
banner now flying in Blacktown”, don’t mind saying this
but I was actually fighting back tears while writing that
SMS, such were the emotions going through me at that
point.
In summary and on behalf of the Association I would like
to express our gratitude to all who helped to make this
event such a success. In particular Mr.Alex Trutwein, Ma
Khin Mar Win (SBS Radio), the Ambassador and staff of
the Myanmar Embassy, the organizers of the Sydney
event, not forgetting all our hard working Management
Committee members and their partners, and our President
Mr.Denzil D’Vauz, without whose vision
and sound judgment this event would never
have eventuated.
By: Michael Hutton

Thingyan Water Festival

BAWA Gala Dance

This traditional and most enjoyable
Burmese-Buddhist festival was held again at
the Koondoola Hall, in conjunction with the
Maha Bohdi Buddhist Association, on Sunday
15th April. Water restrictions are still in
place but we had received permission from
the Water Authority to use water provided
as it was purchased from a private source.
We started the day at 10am, with a ‘SoonKyeow’ for the monks followed by prayers. It was also
very heart-warming to witness the respect displayed by
the Christian and Buddhist communities during the period
of prayers, which was recited in Burmese and later in English.
BAWA and its Army-of-Helpers throughout the day,
served traditional kyar-zan-hnin-kar and mok-lone-yebaw . There were cultural dancers, and traditional Thingyan music provided by Burmese Karaoke DJ - Richard
Lwin.The adults sat in the main hall enjoying the traditional music, whilst kids played outside with water guns
and balloons filled with water. It was rainy day and this
added to their fun. The adults moved from table to table
sprinkling water with sprigs while some adults got carried
away with water guns and others putting ice down people's
back.
It truly was a wonderful spiritual and social event which
BAWA was proud to sponsor and underwrite, with part
assistance of a LotteryWest grant. If you missed this
year, diarize your calendar for next year (appx. Mid-April
08) and same place. All our Members, families and friends
are cordially invited (Ed. See pixs p.1,2 & 15)
——————————————————————————————-

Burmese Refugee Settlement Grants
The Burmese Association of WA would like to congratulate
the Multicultural Services Centre of WA in North Perth on
their successful grant received from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship to provide settlement services for
Karen, Mon and other groups. The grant of approximately
$189,000 over a two year period is intended to provide various welfare and support services for refugees and migrants to
help them settle into Australia.

Once again BAWA’s Gala Social Dance proved to be a
great success. Thanks to the attending Guests, and
congratulations to the BAWA team for coming together and making this night an enjoyable one. The full
complement of The Management Committee, SubCommittee, Joan Watts, Des Lazaro and their partners
- (notably: Bryan, Soe Soe, Trish, Arlene & Rudy, Ivy,
Tomoko ), and of course our regulars; Colin and Uncle
Willy .... pitching in to do the hard yakka shows that
BAWA is heading in the right direction with not only
these people but with the following of the faithful supporters.
This event was held at The Vasto Club, Balcatta on the
28th April 2007. Time Trax opened the night with a
bang, followed by our own DJ, Rudy J who together
provided various types of music during the night which
made it an excellent evening with the dance floor
packed at any given time by - Jivers, Line Dancers and
Waltzers.
Some of the direct happy Customer comments were ;
…… " you guys always put on a good show" from a regular attendee, ……."well managed and professionally run"
from a newcomer, who also enjoyed the ‘Birayni’ and
intends attending the Food Fetes in future ....
It was interesting to see a few tables of newcomers,
and the growing number of Line Dancers
A big Thank you to all our Regular Guests, and officers
from other Associations, who attended in support : President of The Anglo Indian Association of WA. Mr
Alan Phillips and wife Jenny; President of The Anglo
Burmese Society, Mr Terence Giles and wife Merlyn;
Vice-President of The Anglo Burmese Society, Mr Colin
Johnson and Treasurer Carol Hunneybun; The Group
from The All Anglos, Trevor, Richard, Michael and
their partners; President of The Eurasian Association
Keith Westerhout and wife Angie; and The Presidents
from The Spanish Association and The Austrian Society.

Thank You - One and All for your patronage
(Ed. See pixs p.1 & 15)
________________________________________

WINNER
The winner of the previous Newsletter
Kalay-A-Twet competition was

BAWA wishes them well and every success in assistance and
settlement of refugees from the Thai-Burmese border, and
other refugee camps areas.
___________________________________________
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Htar Su Nathan
2 Meyrick Way
Langford, WA 6147

—————————————————————————

A Sea Cruise Aground
Dulcie & Denzil Durham
The day had dawned at last!
My husband Denzil and
myself were en-route to London from where we would fly
on to Athens to board our ship The Sea Diamond, for
what we hoped would be the cruise of a lifetime, for five
glorious days.
We soon arrived at the Port of Piraeus to commence embarkation. What we saw before us was absolutely breathtaking! There she was our magnificent ship The Sea Diamond. We gazed up in awe as she stood there in all her
pomp, splendor and grandeur - almost welcoming us on
board herself with promises of charm and sophisticated
ambiance combined with a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere!
We were personally taken up to our cabin
which was located on the 10th deck, meeting and greeting
other passengers hurrying to and fro, enjoying making
new friends on the way!
As we set sail we felt impatient to discover the natural,
cultural riches of the Mediterranean, explore the islands,
some of which were breathtaking, from the whitewashed
and windmill strewn harbor of cosmopolitan Mykonos to
the treasures of medieval Rhodes, to the wonders of ancient Ephessos (Kusadasi) to the Holy island of Patmos,
where St. John The Divine transcribed the Book of Revelations, to the port of Heraklion, then on to Crete, and last
but not least, to the most fascinating island of all Santorini, witness to the most spectacular sunsets in the
world!
Its caldera (crater) is a vestige of what was
probably the biggest volcanic eruption in recorded history,
believed by some myth-makers to have caused the disappearance of Atlantis. Alas, the island of my dreams........
Excitement mounted as we sailed into the anchoring bay
of Santorini. It was a beautiful warm day.
Most people gathered on the top most deck of the ship including
Denzil and myself, cameras and videos in hand trying
from all angles to capture the most spectacular views of
the island with its blue and white churches and bougainvillea-clad houses set against the deep blue sea and sky.
We hurried down to the 7th deck to get ready to disembark.
Amid this joy and merriment Denzil pointed out to
me that our ship appeared to be nearing dangerously
close to the gigantic volcanic rocks that were part of the
island. He became very concerned and watched intently as our ship showed no signs of slowing down but
kept moving at the same pace. He commented that no
ship should ever sail or drop anchor this close to
land ever!
No sooner had he spoken those
words when we heard a loud 'crunching' noise causing
the ship to suddenly 'shudder'.
We all heard the impact
but few knew what had caused it.
We were all thrown
off balance and within
minutes our ship
'lurched' dangerously to one side literally lifting out of the
water on the port side and started to roll over! Within moments our happy peals of laughter, jubilance and excitement turned into heart-wrenching frantic screams of panic
and utmost terror!
Mass hysteria broke out as the ship
continued to lift and roll to one side. (Ed. See pixs p.15)
Mothers and fathers who had become separated from
their children began screaming out their names totally
blocking out the announcements that were being made
from the ship intercom. Needless to say the 'abandon
ship' signal was being heard loud and clear by now - strik- 12
ing even more terror in our hearts.

None of the 1500 passengers on board had time to get
their life jackets including Denzil and myself. The ship
was 'listing' severely by now! Among other things, we
could hear plates, dishes, glasses, and bottles smashing. To make matters worse the lights went out, plunging the ship into darkness! There was utter chaos at
the frightening reality that our very lives were suddenly at stake! We were slipping and sliding as standing upright was becoming impossible. It seemed like
no one gave thought to the emergency procedure
or 'safety drill' instructions complete with life jackets, which we were put through three days earlier. Instead we were all panic-stricken and completely
out of control! Pandemonium broke out amidst the
tumultuous uproar!
Last minute phones calls were being made in haste by
numerous people on their mobiles saying 'good-bye'. I
tried to block out hearing such hurried passionate conversations of farewell!
I
looked
around frantically in case I lost sight of my husband in
the maddening crowd, who at this stage was making several attempts to go back to our cabin on the
10th deck to get our life jackets. But each time I cried,
yelled and begged him to stay put.
I physically held him back and would not let go - thinking that
I might never see him again!
I remember seeing an elderly couple kissing and holding each other as if it would be the very last time they
would embrace. I quickly looked away. Amid the
wild growing panic, Denzil tried to hold me tight, but I
started screaming, pulling and tearing at his shirt half
ripping it off his body - but I didn't really know why!
I
always considered myself to be a kind of strong person, but now overcome with fear, I prayed for Godgiven strength! I did not say anything to Denzil at this
point in time but in my frenzied state of mind I thought
to myself "this is it - we are not going to make
it"!! People were yelling out to the crew for life jackets as though it would serve as their one and only lifeline. Denzil was trying his best to get my attention
and give me quick last minute instructions as to
what actions to take if the ship continued to roll over
and hit the water. But he knew he had to do something
then and there, anything, real quick, as there was not
a moment to lose. And suddenly he saw them - the
lazy boy deck chairs! He ripped the blue foam cushion off one of them and wrapped it around me and told
me to hold on to it for dear life - so to speak! He
then tore another cushion off and held on to it as
well. Within minutes of him doing this every cushion
was ripped off every single deck chair!!
In all his forty years at sea as a Mariner, Denzil had
never been confronted with such a scene of utter mayhem and madness, such as the scene that now unfolded before him. He witnessed for the first time the
look of total hopelessness in peoples eyes, wide
with fright, gripped with terror and disbelief, crying out
aloud, uncontrollable tears streaming down their
faces. There was this feeling of agonizing uncertainty
together with extreme anxiety which was felt by all
aboard this beautiful but ill-fated ship. An announcement was made over the ship intercom again - warning
us all not to return to our cabins as all the doors were
about to be shut. I recall now how I watched in horror

and total disbelief, the outline of the railings of the
ship rising out of the water on the portside
slowly ascending higher and higher, as though deliberately reaching up to touch the sky!
At this point in time - the ship suddenly seemed to stop
listing somewhat or was it our imagination! There was a
sudden eerie silence as we waited with hands on our
hearts, holding each other - too frightened to even
breathe in case the ship started 'rolling' again at the very
slightest movement. You could hear a pin drop! The
silence was deafening!
It was only then that we realized all the automatic watertight doors had been shut, thereby stemming the gush of
water that the ship had now taken on, stabilizing the ship
somewhat, but no body knew for how long!
Knowing
full well that the ship could start 'rolling over' at any given
time in spite of the water-tight doors being shut, the crew
started the mammoth task of quickly getting us all off the
now 'sinking ship'.
A military helicopter circled overhead. The harbor was
now crawling with small boats, tugs, and other vessels.
High above the harbor on the cliffs of
Santorini, people lined the walls watching this drama
unfold. Finally or what seemed like a life time the crew
seemed ready to start the evacuation process and lowered one of the life boats. Denzil and I held hands and
refused to be separated inspite of a crew member shouting 'women and children first' (I wonder why we both
thought of the stricken ship Titanic at this point!). After ten agonizing minutes we finally got into one of the life
boats together, amid the shoving and pushing, each one
fighting for space!
The now dangerously over-loaded life boat with Denzil
and me in it, started its perilous decent.
With each sudden drop we all screamed thinking that the
life boat was going to break away from the chains
that suspended it and that we would all fall into the water! Apparently the crew did not know how to work the
wenches properly as they struggled hastily through the
evacuation procedure and/or the wenches and cables
were sticking, causing the lifeboat to drop several feet,
then get jerked still, then drop some more each time
smashing into the side of the ship! As it continued its
dangerous downward trend towards the water, our
screams of terror were apparently heard all the way over
on the island, even above the whirring of the helicopter
as it circled overhead!
Denzil and I knew we had been lowered to safety when
we felt the cool, but refreshing splash and taste of
the salty sea water on our parched lips and sweatdrenched faces! We both said a silent prayer and knew
that God had a special purpose in life for us!
Other passengers climbed down long rope ladders which
swung precariously from the top of the ship. Others
formed a human chain and were led in total darkness to
the lower decks, through the long corridors, where they
got on to makeshift slides comprised of mattresses and
slid down about fifteen feet onto a ferry. Some of the
crew tried their best to reassure us that we would all be
rescued safely - but most of us saw the uncertainty in
their eyes and some of them confessed this was a 'first
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time' for them - and that they too, like us, were terrified!

Having lost all our personal belongings which we took on
board with us including all our luggage, I soon discovered
that I had left my wedding and engagement ring on the
dresser in our cabin. I wondered whether I would ever
see them again!
Sadly all but two of the Sea Diamond's passengers survived following the hectic and chaotic evacuation. Unfortunately they were on the lowest deck when the ship hit the
volcanic rock resulting in an estimated 40-metre opening
on the starboard side of the hull
We climbed into another boat from our life boat and were
taken 'ashore' - ashore meant a chilly little shelf of flat
land at the base of the huge cliff with the city high above
only accessible by cable car, donkeys or on foot! The
Press were waiting with cameras etc. It was now approx.
9 pm, and dark.
We were mentally and physically exhausted, tired, hungry, thirsty and cold.
But Denzil
and I put those thoughts aside as we looked frantically for
our two newfound friends Larry and Michelle, an American
couple with a fantastic sense of humor, who we had the
pleasure to meet on board. It was with a sigh of relief that
we found them amidst the one thousand five hundred people milling around with no where to go, somehow like penguins huddled together on an island! Larry and Michelle were equally happy when they 'found' us too. We
took comfort in just staying together.
We quickly joined the long queue and waited gracefully in
line ( which Michelle and I found difficult! ) as we waited
patiently to use the one and only 'restroom' - which we
now
considered
had
turned
into
another
'emergency'!! The weather was freezing, which didn't help
much!
Well after midnight we were taken up by cable car to the
beautiful city of Santorini.
Her beauty lay magnificently before us - we gazed at the crisp looking whitewashed terraced houses with their pretty flowers and blue
roofs overlooking the deep blue waters of the Aegean
sea, with breathtaking panoramic views from way above
the cliff tops.
We continued on our journey in the bus which was
now taking us to a restaurant for a much longed for meal
and drink. The food was great, the wine even better! We
ordered the best champagne and celebrated what we
called our 'second chance' in life! We even ordered
a second bottle of champagne and sent it over with our
compliments to another young couple who were also dining there! On our way back down the island on the bus, I
saw it at long last -the famous round white Church with the
blue dome sitting a top a hill, waiting patiently to ring out
the gentle peal of her bells at first light. The traumas of
the day seemed to ease somewhat as I gazed lovingly at
the beautiful island of Santorini, perched high above the
cliff and visible now only by the moonlight which seemed
to embrace, caress, and hold her softly in its golden rays.
So we did get to see the magic of Santorini after all - from
where we witnessed the most spectacular sun-sinking set
ever - together with our Cruise ship, The Sea Diamond,
slowly but gracefully, as she gently rolled over completely
and slipped silently and sadly into the depths of the Mediterranean sea, where she now rests - majestically in all
her splendor.

Our 'rescue ship' The Perla' arrived at approx 3am. to pick
us up from the island which had now become our refuge
momentarily.
We sailed safely back to Athens the next
afternoon much to our relief.
We walked off the ship
with nothing but the clothes on our back and the shoes on
our feet, but somehow we appeared to be walking on air
with our feet planted firmly on solid ground!
Denzil bought me another beautiful Engagement ring, and
even though it will never replace the original one, it will
always be special to me because not only does it represent a symbol of our love, but will forever hold cherished
memories of our enchanting, unforgettable Mediterranean Greek Island Cruise aboard our magnificent, spectacular and luxurious ship The Sea Diamond that once
was........
(Ed - Thanks to Dulcie & Denzil for sharing this traumatic and unforgettable experience in this captivating
article …. and Welcome Back !!)
To see graphic video footage of the grounding and
sinking
of
the
liner,
go
to
You
Tube
(www.youtube.com/ ) and look at ‘Sinking Cruise Ship Santorini’
(See pixs p.15)
—————————————————————————

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE...ON THE 6TH OCTOBER
2007..BAWA & THE SILVER STAR WANDA'RERS
are having a Line Dancing Social to Introduce BAWA
to the Line dancing community and to celebrate my
Club's 5th Birthday. ...(Ed: see Flyer p16)
I hope you will all come and help celebrate with us, I
know you will have a great time whether you Line
Dance or not..
Also folks we will having another regular Line Dancing
evening class on , Tuesday or Thursday. Venue & time
TBA...so watch this space !
Sunday afternoon classes, at the Yokine Community
Hall, McDonald St. 2.30 to 4.30pm. Caters for The
Raw Beginners and Intermediates in a fun and happy
atmosphere. We are there to have fun,exercise and
to make new friends…..
So come dancing with the Stars

That's all for now folks, keep
Well and Happy.
Cheers & God Bless,
Wanda Ph:9354 4063

From Wanda, our Line Dancing Wanderer
Hi Folks, As mentioned in my last article.. I went to Penang
June 13th, for The Dance Funtasia Line Dance event.
……. Well I AM BACK!!!
I stayed at The Bayview Beach Resor where the event
took place, if any of you go to Penang you have to go and
stay at this hotel, friendly service, food was a very
good, also had the night market right on the door step.
Vincent & Felicia Chia from Singapore are the founders
of Dance Funtasia event - this is their 5th year. It
takes a lot of organizing, but with a great deal of help
from Evelyn fromTwinkle Toes,Penang ;and Margaret
from Fun Stompers KL, it was a very good 3 day event in
a happy and fun atmosphere.
The guest
"choreographers" were all very friendly and very good
instructors.
I know most of you don't know who these people are,
but in time as we get BAWA in to more line dancing, I
hope you will be surfing the net and you will get to know
them and to have as much fun as I do checking out what
new dances are out there. The Best site to check is
www.yipee.per.sg for video's, step sheets etc.
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PS. 1.Enjoy Life..
2.Enjoy a Sunset
& Sunrise
3.Be grateful
4.Laugh at Life
5.Cherish Family
& Friends, and
6.Dance "No Matter What"
…… Wanda

….. Going Down .. Davey’s Locker

The Sea Diamond Aground - A Story of Survival
Dulcie & Denzil Durham

Thingyan - The Wet Lads

Seniors Lunch - The 3 Graces
John Webster,Mal Shortt, Victor Johnson
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Gala Dinner Dance - Regular Guests
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