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President’s Message 
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2015. In terms of the Association year which is aligned to 

the AGMs in October this can be viewed as the 2014/15 period. We began the year with our 

AGM which was held on 9th. October 2014. The AGM went well and was a turning point of 

sorts as this was when our previous President Mr.Denzil D’Vauz retired after  eight years of 

dedicated service, making him the longest serving President in the Association’s history next 

to Mr.Sam Piggott who held office for seven years. Hence may I take this opportunity to thank 

Denzil on behalf of the Association for all his hard work and leadership. 

The AGM was preceded by a Special General Meeting to decide on the terms of the  

President and the Vice President together with the general service terms of the Management  

Committee. This motion was defeated; accordingly the current arrangements remain in place. 

The new Management Committee for 2015/16 is as follows: 

President  -  Michael Hutton Vice President  -  Mr.Albert Meyerkort  

Secretary  -  Miss Alberta Abreu Treasurer  -  Mrs.Denise Alexander  

A/Secretary  -  Mrs.Heather Durham Seniors Rep -  Mrs.Betty Johnson 

A/Seniors Rep -  Mrs.Robena Kerth Health & Safety  -  Mr.Bobby Nowrajee 

Membership  -  Mr.Bryan Alexander Committee Member  -  Mr.Ron Maw 

Committee Member  -  Mrs. Hilary Cullen 

I congratulate all our committee members on their nominations and election to office and look 

forward to a successful and satisfying working relationship, which to a degree has been  

fulfilled considering that we have been working well together now for some 8 months. 

We held our New Years Eve (NYE) 2014 Masquerade Ball at the Vasto Club. We have  

always had a good attendance at our NYE events but this one in particular brought in a very 

large number of guests with the event selling out at a very early stage. Guests were well 

entertained by the Oceantines and DJ Apollo until well past midnight. The next NYE event 

will also be held at the same venue with the same entertainers to continue with this  

successful combination. 

The monthly Food Fetes at our Stirling Street premises continues to do well, attracting a  

larger and diverse clientele. On that note it is encouraging to observe that we are  

attracting more of  the local folk, particularly from the immediate surrounding area, which can 

be attributed in part to the increasing prevalence of inner city living.  On the flipside, the  

bi-monthly Food Fetes at Maddington have been discontinued based on lack of reasonable 

return for the effort, the last one was in May. 

A Line Dancing Hoedown was held in March, this was well attended and raised $900 which 

was donated to the victims of Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu. More on our charitable activities later 

in this newsletter. 

The Association also celebrated our Golden Jubilee 50th. Anniversary in April. More also on 

that notable event later in this Newsletter. 

On that note I look forward to the remainder of our term in office, thankful to the Management 

Committee for their dedication and efforts and our members for their continued support. 

Michael Hutton 

President 
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Golden Jubilee 50th. Anniversary 
Ball 

The Association celebrated our 50
th
. Anniversary at the Hyatt Regency in Perth in 

the form of a Golden Jubilee Ball on the 25
th
. of April 2015. This date also coincided 

with the 100
th
. Anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. 

This event would have to be the biggest and most prestigious in the history of the 
Association, considering there would not be too many other similar community or-
ganisations who have achieved this milestone. 

Planning for the event commenced around August 2014 and was quite intensive in 
terms of searching for and deciding on the right venue, theme and budget. The Hy-
att was finally selected due to their generosity in providing a substantial discount 
based on our community focus and charity status. For this we are very grateful. 
The package from the Hyatt included a substantial three course dinner with many 
choices, together with a five hour beverage package commencing with pre-dinner 
drinks. 

The Office of Multicultural Interests (OMI) generously provided a grant towards this 
event. Professional photography services on the night came courtesy of Mr. Reg 
Jones. We are very grateful to both the OMI as well as Reg for his complimentary 
services. 

This proved to be a very popular event with our members as well as guests; ticket 
sales were closed at around 350 in order to provide a comfortable environment. 
The numbers would have been much larger if this had not been the case. 

Notable guests attending (VIPs) included the Hon. Mike Nahan MLA, Treasurer 
and Minister for Multicultural Interests, together with Janine Freeman MLA, Mem-
ber for Mirrabooka, Elizabeth Re, Councillor from the City of Stirling and Mr. Mel 
Fialho, Vice President of the Australian Asian Association. 

The evening was opened with a short ANZAC ceremony as a fitting tribute to the 
100

th
. Anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. This included playing of the Last Post 

followed by other protocol which included the presence and participation by Major 
Brian D’Cunha from the Army Reserve who represented the Australian Defence 
Force. Our gratitude to Brian for his efforts. 

The Hon. Mike Nahan recognised the efforts of the Association and encouraged 
continuance of our current path in his speech. This was followed by The President 
Michael’s Hutton’s speech wherein he briefly outlined the Association’s history and 
achievements as well as acknowledging the contribution of others in the past which 
has resulted in the longevity and success of the organisation. 

The Management Committee 

Our Banner  and Flags 

With Hon. Mike Nahan MLA 

Stunning setting Guests 

All the photographs can be viewed at our 
website  

http://bawa.org.au/gallery/dances/dance-
50th-anniv/index01.html 
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Golden Jubilee 50th. Anniversary Ball 
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Summary of 
donations in 

recent times 

To recipients in: 

Burma  -  $55,000 

Australia  - $1,000 

Vanuatu  -  $900 

Kathmandu  - $1,000 

Charity events 

planned 
Dance  -  September 

Hoedown  -TBD 

General  - Ongoing 

 

Children at the Dala  Orphanage 

Charity Program 
We wish to sincerely thank members and the wider community for supporting BAWA’s charity 

program. 

Since inception, approximately $58,000 has been collected and funds distributed on a needs jus-

tification basis that is determined by the Management Committee. BAWA has in recent years in-

creased its support to charity causes in Burma and locally. Through the kindness and support of members and the 

wider community, significant support and assistance to various causes have been achieved. The causes support-

ed have ranged from ongoing support to seven orphanages in Burma, bushfire appeal in Perth and in years gone 

by Cyclone Nargis, Telethon and others. Recently we have also donated to the Cyclone Pam Appeal  in Vanuatu 

as well as for the Kathmandu earthquake victims. 

Burma is still a very impoverished country with no shortage of charity causes to support. It is very pleasing to note 

that members of our community have responded generously with their hearts and pockets. 

Albert Meyerkort 

Vice President 

Are you a community minded person and have some spare time? Would you like to contribute some of your time, en-

ergy and skills in helping the needy. If so why not consider joining the Association's Management Committee. We are 

always in need of keen energetic individuals particularly with administrative and clerical skills, well versed with current 

desktop applications. Help in other ways is always welcome as well so if you are interested please contact a member 

of our Management Team who will be more than happy to explain the details and different levels of commitment. Rest 

assured, you will be very satisfied with the returns for your efforts. 



6 

Regular get togethers are 

on the first Saturday of 

each month at our Stirling 

Street premises, please 

see our website for more 

details of this and other 

planned Seniors events. 

Seniors Column 
Our seniors, the backbone of our Association, and one of the most vibrant 

and active groups in WA, enjoy a variety of activities and outings through-

out each year. 

Apart from our various social events and services offered by the Govern-

ment and other organisations, our seniors are happy and grateful for all 

that we try to do for their welfare and entertainment. Stay on your feet is 

our motto and our “Junior Seniors” are always there with their care and 

attention, helping us to do our best for our seniors, thus enhancing the 

friendship and comradeship, which we all enjoy. It is family oriented and 

everyone is happy and cheerful whenever we meet and get together for 

any occasion, and all go home looking forward to the next time. 

Our main event of each month is our Members’ Get-together held every 

first Saturday of the month, from 10am to 2pm, with morning tea and bis-

cuits, followed by Tai Chi, led by Jeff Martin, then a sumptuous lunch and 

sweet prepared for us by our excellent Chef, Soe Soe Martin. After lunch 

we have bingo followed by a raffle and sometimes we manage to have a 

sing-a-long. 

Once a year, some-time in October/November, we go for a week-end to 

one of our beautiful spots out of town and all who take part in these 

events have a most enjoyable time together. Last year 34 of us went to 

Esperance from 28
th
 November to 1

st
 December and we all had a glorious 

time! 

Our highlight of the year is a free lunch/social held during Seniors’ Week, 

which is celebrated annually in WA during the last week in November, 

when old friends meet and new ones are made 

So, come and join us in our fun-filled activities. 

Betty Johnson & Robena Kerth 

Seniors Representatives 

Did you know that you can now 

pay on-line for your membership 

renewal, make charity donations 

and even buy event tickets via 

Paypal? Simply go to our website 

and follow the easy links. 

Payments can also be made via 

other traditional methods such as 

cheque or EFT. 
Membership renewals are now due, please enquire and pay 

for your annual subscription if you haven’t as yet received 

your renewal invoice. 



7 

 

Myanmar Community Profile in Australia 
 

At the end of June 2011, 23,230 Myanmar−born people were living in Australia, 65 per 
cent more than at 30 June 2006, where there were approximately 15,000 people at the 
time. The most recent figures indicate there are about 29,300 Burma born persons in 
Australia, which is almost a doubling of the community in the last 9 years. Overall we 
rank about the 45

th
 country in terms of the number of migrants in Australia.  

In recent years, the number of Burmese migrants has increased significantly from the 
large intake of refugees from the Karen ethnic minority. In 2012–13, Burma’s share of 
the total Australia Offshore resettlement Humanitarian Programme was 19 per 
cent. That’s approximately one in five humanitarian entrants compared to other country 
entrants into Australia. By comparison, its share of the Onshore component was 0.7 

per cent, and Myanmar nationals accounted for just 0.2 per cent of Skill Stream visas and 0.4 per cent of Family 
Stream visas in 2012−13. 

The age, sex and distribution of Australia’s Myanmar-born migrants across the country is: 

• Slightly older median age of 41 years was four years above that of the general population. 

• Females outnumbered males by a little —51 per cent compared with 49 per cent. 

• One third (34 per cent) lived in Western Australia, with another 26 per cent in Victoria. 

In 2012–13, there were 2,229 Myanmar−born permanent additions to the resident Australian population. 

Victoria received the most of these migrants with 45 per cent. Western Australia and New South Wales and were al-
so common destinations, with 18 per cent and 14 per cent respectively.  

Among these new additions the: 

• Humanitarian Programme was 77 per cent of all permanent additions; 

• Skill Stream was 11 per cent of all permanent additions and comprised 238 mi-
grants; and 

• Family Stream was 11 per cent of all permanent additions with 248 family mi-
grants. 

A total of 2838 Myanmar nationals were issued permanent visas through Austral-
ia’s Migration and Humanitarian Programme in 2012–13, with the Humanitarian 
Programme making up for 85 per cent of the visas granted. 

Western Australia was a very popular destination for early groups of Myanmar mi-
grants. At the time of the 2011 Census this state had the largest share (34 per cent) of Myanmar-born people in Aus-
tralia, well ahead of Victoria with 26 per cent and New South Wales with 24 per cent. 

Western Australia received 26 per cent of Myanmar skilled workers and New South Wales received 34 per cent of 
Family Stream migrants in 2012–13, with Victoria the most common destination for Humanitarian migrants at 56 per 
cent. 

(Source: Department of Immigration, 2012: Myanmar Community Profile) 
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Letters to the Editor 

 

 

This edition’s letter is from Robena Kerth: 

TRIBUTE TO BEATRICE JOHNSON (nee ALEXANDER) 

I have known Betty for less than 5 years, but I consider her to be one of the best people one could ever call FRIEND. 

These few words that I have to say  is to pay tribute to one of the stalwarts of the Burmese Association, she who 

hasn’t got an ounce of Burmese blood running thru’ her veins, but,  considers herself Burmese and we should all be 

proud that she does. 

Betty gives of herself and her time selflessly, no questions asked. She’s there whether or not she’s needed and 

works tirelessly all day and all night if the need arises. Her energy is boundless. She has something on every day, 

and if not, one asks her what she’s doing today, she’ll say (after line dancing, I’ll go down south to the children). 

Down south meaning Nedlands. Betty believes that when she leaves her surroundings, everywhere else is down 

south.  

She has been almost everywhere in this world and is quite proud to call Western Australia home. I am one of the last 

in a very, very long line of friends to call Betty FRIEND. She has known and kept in touch with her school friends 

from way back in Moulmein, and that’s almost 65 years ago. Her phone is almost always busy from about 7 o’clock in 

the morning, especially when BAWA is having a dance, everyone wants to talk to Betty to get their tickets and she 

never disappoints. 

We all celebrated Betty’s 80
th
 recently and her celebrations carried on for almost the whole week. Betty says she 

does not drink, but, mix a little whiskey with ginger wine and she’s away, there’s no way of stopping her, she’s  what 

we call a happy drunk. Fortunately it doesn’t happen too often. 

She’s a very talented lady, still remembers her shorthand, fills in when our secretary is away and takes the whole 

meeting down in shorthand. She loves playing her guitar, banjo, ukulele and not forgetting her mouth organ, but has 

quite a problem finding the note “G”. 

Betty loves to dance, goes line dancing twice a week and if anyone is holding a dance she’s there gracing it with her 

presence.  She still remembers her Burmese dances and puts on a show for us all to enjoy at Thingyan. More re-

cently she was asked to perform one of her dances at one of her many friend’s birthday party and she didn’t disap-

point. 

I could go on and on, but those of you who know her, know where I’m coming from, may we all wish her the very best 

and continue to allow her to live her life just the way she is. 

There is only one BETTY and we who call her FRIEND 

should feel very proud to be among the many people who 

have come to know her. 

Robena 

Please submit your letters to Michael Hutton via email michael@bawa.org.au  

Such letters are to share your experiences and thoughts with our membership community. Publishing of 

these letters will be at the discretion of the Editor. 

Newsletter Editor & Producer: Michael Hutton 

Main Photographs : Reg Jones 

Orphanage Photograph: Bobby Nowrajee 

Vacancies  -  we have a need for members who 

have some spare time  to join our Management 

Committee .  

Particularly if you have experience and skills in 

desktop applications, administration , manage-

ment and organisation and physical energy and 

willingness to assist in our many events. 

Please contact Michael Hutton on 0417 988447 

or any member of our management team for 

further details. 


