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NYE Dance - Welcoming 2008
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Seniors 2008 - Morning Tea p.8

BAWA Badminton - Victor Biswas 79

NYE Engagement - Julie & Andrew p.14

p.7

NYE Dance - Bonnie & Clyde

“Rocket” Rick Wemyss - p.14
NYE– Chuckey Johnny Cash
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Our Motto: Serving the Community

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen
time is flashing by very quickly
this year and we are running
out of time to do the things
we really want to achieve, but
we have to look at what is
achievable and what is not, and
work towards those goals.
Speaking of goals, our respected Seniors of BAWA
have proposed the Management Committee consider purchasing a bus for community
use. This ‘Bus Project’ was initially tabled for discussion at
the MC meeting of 17th January 2008. The Management
Committee then drew up a
business plan to see if the proposal is viable or not, and this
issue was again discussed at
the next monthly MC meeting
of 14th February.
BAWA has sufficient saved
funds, the use of which is governed by our Constitution. In
order to purchase the bus,
BAWA will have to raise funds
independently for the required
amount, or alternatively call a
Special General Meeting and
put to the vote; as to whether
this amount can be borrowed
from the Building Fund to be
paid back from future BAWA
revenue. This issue will be discussed at our next MC meeting
to see what steps are to be
taken.
In the meantime I will be writing to a few major car yard
principals, such as Mr John

Hughes and a few others, stating our situation and asking
them if they could assist by
way of sponsorship.
Since our last newsletter there
has been a few successful functions such as our yearly Christmas Tree for the Seniors and
the children, New Years Eve
Dance, and lately Valentine’s
Day Dance which was enjoyed
and appreciated by the many
supporters that just look out
for our events. Thank you to

these supporters who always
attend and enjoy the event.

The Management and SubCommittees have raised the
standard of our functions in a
professional and friendly atmosphere where promotion of
BAWA is taken to it’s fullest
with slide shows, decorations
and flyers becoming one of the
main attractions based around
our logo “The Chindit”, and our
BAWA banner of ‘Serving the
Community’. These promotions
are carried out by individuals
and teams working on different
areas of advertising.
We also have Committee Members who are very capable in
different areas being sent to
attend various meetings with
Federal/State/Council government bodies and other functions held by different service
providers around Perth.
We have established ourselves
with AAA, MMRC and VWA by
having one of our MC members
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on their board of Management
Committee. BAWA has also
moved into welfare very heavily. . We offer English Learning
Classes to the new arrivals,
and provide those in need,
food parcels, clothing, kitchenware and manchester all donated by our loyal supporters.
Other areas BAWA assists in
are, Community Service Advocacy provided by Mrs Dolly
Holzinger, and Tax Help by
Mrs June Pasco.
We have accepted a new vendor from the Girrawheen Buddhist Monastery to take part
in our monthly food fete. This
vendor will be selling food
‘originated’ from the Shan
States and the arrangements
will be the same as with the
others vendors.
By doing all the above,
BAWA is ‘Reaching Out’ into
the community and by doing so
we plan to achieve our objective of ‘Serving the Commu-

nity’

God Bless,
Denzil D’Vauz.
President.

denzild@bigpond.net.au

Membership Portfolio
Status of membership as at 31/1/08
Financial Members – 320;
Members on books – 476;
Percentage of financial members – 67%
New members joined this Period:
Simon
Phyllis
Patricia
May-Mon
Betty
Marlene
Lyndal
William
Mary
Tin Win
Bernice

Colquhoun
Bacon-Allworth
Kelly
Nai
Samuell
Cooper
Rodericks
Nichols
Van Der Straaten
Aung
Bernard

that it may be time for the Association to give
more back to it’s members in the form of a subsidised service.
The idea received in principal approval at a recent meeting of the Management Committee.
Following this a brief feasibility study was conducted which supported the purchase of a bus;
providing that our budget can sustain the maintenance of the vehicle and also depending on the
availability of funds which at the moment are
confined to the building fund. These matters will
be addressed shortly by way of a more in-depth
and conclusive study plus to also obtain the release of funds temporarily or otherwise.
Michael Hutton
mob 0417 988447
Email hutton@dodo.com.au

—————————————————————————
Sale of BAWA Polo Shirts and Caps
We still have a reasonable stock of BAWA merchandise which is on sale at our Food Fetes and
other events. If you’d like to purchase some of
these and cannot make it to these shows, please
contact the Association or any member of the Management Committee and we can arrange delivery.
New Membership Cards
The bulk of these were posted out at the end of
January, so the majority of financial members
should have received them by now. There will be a
further lot coming out over the next week or so. If
you haven’t as yet received yours and your membership is current, please contact myself (Michael
Hutton) on 0417 988447 or alternatively by email
on hutton@dodo.com.au
BAWA Bus
In accordance with our focus to achieve continuous
improvement, particularly for the benefit of our
members, the BAWA is currently examining the
purchase of a 12 seater bus to provide transport
for those of our members in need. This subject was
briefly touched on in the President’s report. The
proposal originally came from our seniors, who felt 4

Monthly Food Fetes
The Food Fetes continue to be very popular, and
are starting to attract a few ‘new faces’ and
more Australians. This is good news, and has
been due to the advertising of the event to
friends and families who enjoy the social and
culinary attractions of the morning. We ask all
our members and families to actively advertise and remind others of the Food Fetes to
continue to make it a successful and enjoyable
one for all. The food tastes good, and the
whole atmosphere is one of a friendly-bustling
‘bazaar’.
Remember, purchases of quantities of food
for consumption later should be refrigerated/
frozen as soon as possible.
Food fetes are regularly held every second Saturday of the month — except April 5th
Venue: AAA Hall, 275 Stirling Street, Perth.
Time: 11:00 am to 1pm.

Bring along your friends !

Vice- President’s Report

be continuing with this program of Skilled Worker
Visa classes, with
increased quota allocations.

Building Update

As discussed in the previous Newsletter issue,
the MC continues to discuss the status of the Building
Fund and BAWA’s aspirations to acquire and own premises, With the rapid rise in real estate prices in W.A.
over the last few years, we are also rapidly losing relativity/affordability between our savings , cash-flows and
the price of real estate.

There are 3 priorities ; - i.Employer sponsored
migrants (Visa 457), ii. State and Territory sponsored migrants, and iii. Applicants with occupations in demand (Visa 495).
In 2006-07 more than 500 000 visas were issued
to people of labour force age with work rights including, 69 500 in the Subclass 457 program

The MC is working in with other community Associations
that have similar objectives of wanting to acquire an integrated community centre, but are finding that the current Association partners are not actively pursuing this
objective.

Base level requirements for people interested in
applying for these Skilled Long Tern stay Visa
from Burma, would be i. A level of English proficiency – this can be demonstrated by a greater
than 5 pass in an IELTS (International English
Language Test System) assessment and, ii. Verifiable professional/technical skills (eg. qualifications, employer substantiated work history) and
industry/work experience.

It would seem that unless a substantial benefactor or
donor appears from the Community we will continue to
lose affordability, and the dream of ownership will
become more and more an unachievable one.

Skilled Long Term Visas and Migration

At the meeting the common feedback from Industry Representatives was the shortage of skilled/
semi-skilled labour workforce, and high demand,
especially in the Regional area of W.A. which is
going through a State resources boom.

As BAWA representative, I attended a meeting with the
Minister for Immigration, Senator Chris Evans; State
Director of DIAC, Paul Farrell, together with Industry &
Employer Representatives to consider future directions
and industry requirements for the Skilled Long Tern
stay Visas # 457, 495 … These Visa classes provide an
important resource for Australia to import skilled labour on a long term basis. As a win-win situation, it also
is an important avenue for skilled and qualified, professionals/tradespersons to get long term job opportunities
it Australia, with prospects of permanent residency after a period of satisfactory employment. After Australia-wide meetings Senator Chris Evans has made public
announcements that the current Labour government will

Some information provided at the meeting shows
(see attached graph) –the highest skills, for years
06-07, coming into Australia were Accountants, IT
professionals, Cooks, Registered Nurses, Genera
Managers, Hairdressesrs, Engineers, etc.

Chris Manook
Vice President
icmxl@yahoo.com.au

Top 10 Occupations Skill Visa Streams
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Marketing Promotions & Radio

applause.

Since our last newsletter, apart from my role as
Marketing & Promotions Coordinator for BAWA,
I have involved myself in other community organizations. In October 2007 at the Burma Anglican Association AGM, I was elected President.
I held this position in the 80’s and being one of
the foundation members, I seem to have gone
one full circle.

I have been unable to commit much time to the Migrant English Classes we run south of the river, in
Gosnells. I am, right at this moment, negotiating
premises that will enable us to conduct classes in
the North of Perth. As soon as we are able to start
I will arrange an announcement on the Burmese Radio Program.
Our sponsors have been very supportive throughout
the year and we are seeking renewal of their sponsorship right now. If anyone is interested in sponsoring BAWA with a regular advertisement in our
newsletter please call me on the number at the end
of this article. We would love to hear from you.

In the same month I was nominated to a position
on the Executive Committee of the Australian
Asian Association and was elected a committee
member at the AGM. The Association has a
change of leadership with Mr. Nigel David as
President. His vision for the future of AAA, I
am sure, will be one of many innovations and will
set a platform for the Association to rise another level.

We would like to welcome the sponsorship of “North
Perth Wholesale”, Sean deGoise. Please remember
our sponsors are good souls and the support you
give them, you also give BAWA.

My involvement with the Burmese Radio Program
is just one awesome experience. It never ceases
to amaze me how much time and effort Tyrone
Alexander, John Francis and John Hersheen put
into making this program such a success week
after week, for the Burmese community here in
Perth. They really need your appreciation and

In conclusion allow me to leave you
with this message: “A Baker is a man
who has his fingers in many pies.”

Charles Samuels

Community News
Culture

Burmese Association Office Hours
The Association’s office at 275 Stirling Street,
Perth is open Monday to Friday as follows:
Monday: 12.15pm to 4.30 pm (Dolly Holzinger)
Tuesday: 9.30am to 12.00
Wednesday: 10.00am to 12.00

BURMESE RADIO PROGRAM

The BAWA Burmese Radio program is broadcast
from 3.30pm to 4.30pm every Sunday afternoon
on 6EBA FM 95.3.

(Joyce Leeming)

( Ron Maw .)

We welcome donations, especially from listeners
of the program to help us defray some of the
costs.

Thursday: 10.00am to 12.00pm ( Betty John-

son )

Birthday and Anniversary requests can be made
by ’phone or e-mail to - The Burmese Association
on 9328 8988 or bawa@upnaway.com.au

Friday: 12.00noon to 2.30 pm ( Denzil

D'Vauz )
Phone 9328 8988. E-mail bawa@upnaway.com.au.

If calling outside above hours please leave a
message and we will get back to you ASAP.

6EBA
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The Radio Sub-committee is made up as follows:
Chairperson & Producer : Tyrone Alexander
Announcers: John Hersheen,
John Francis, and
Dawn Alexander

Badminton
BAWA Badminton at Hainsworth Recreation Centre has been
popular with our regular
players and a few visitors.
We entered four male
team players to an Open Tournament
held at Kingsway during the end of
last year at a cost of $15 per person
which was covered by the club. Our
team performed very well with an average age of 55 playing against 20-30
year olds and was only beaten by the
team that won the competition. Tootsie Eadon, Walter Matthews, John
Dewitt and Michael Baptist…well
done..
We had our last game on Friday the
14th December 2007 and had a Christmas / New Year break. Our 2008
badminton season has commenced with
all players revved up for another
great year.
The sad news is that of our good
friend and regular player Fr: Gavin
Gomez has been transferred to St

Bryan Alexander
Bernadette Church in Rockingham
He thoroughly enjoyed the strong
games, our warm hospitality and
friendship and has extended an
invitation to our baddy members to
visit him when we are in that area.
All The best Fr: Gavin..we will miss
you heaps.
Our eldest player Victor Biswas is
a sprightly 79 year old who celebrated his birthday with the
BAWA baddy members. Victor has
played at various clubs throughout
Perth “off and on” socially and has
now settled well into our BAWA
badminton club. He says it is the
best club, not only in terms of having good players, but also the members are sociable, courtesy shown
towards each other, equal opportunities to mix and play, encouragement to young players and most
importantly the friendship shown.
We have also acquired 2 table tennis tables for those who are

Francis Baptist (16) youngest, &
oldest player Victor Biswas(79)
interested in playing table tennis.
Just bring along your own bats
and enjoy.
We play every Friday night for 2
hours starting at 7.30pm, at the
Hainsworth Recreation Centre,
Hainsworth Av, Girrawheen.
Enquiries: Bryan (H)92460132,
mob0439439358
Denzil.. (H) 9440 0019

Community News
Deaths
Evelyn Agnes Marlam - Passed
away 27 January 2008, aged 92
years, whilst attending Sunday
Church Service, which was very
much an integral part of her Anglican life and community.. She was
born in Yenangyaung, and brought
up in Bawdwin Namtu, and Moulmein, Burma.
From 1957 until the 1965 nationalization of MEHS (Methodist English High School ), Evelyn was part
of the KG Finances Administrative
staff, together with Mrs Po Saw
and Mrs Wagstaff. Through her
interests in music, she was also at
various times organist/pianist and
choir member at the MEHS
Church,
the Emmanuel Baptist
church,
and the Holy Trinity

Cathedral, Rangoon.
She migrated to Perth,
Australia in 1972; and has been an
active member and participant in
the BAWA (Burmese Association
of WA). Seniors group, regularly
attending their functions, outings,
and Morning Teas. She is fondly

remembered, and will be missed
by the BAWA Seniors. She also

regularly attended our monthly
BAWA Food Fetes – which gave
her a break from her hostel food
– even if it meant pickup by a volunteer and return in a taxi. She
always was, and had a feisty,
forthright, independent personality; and probably wouldn’t like to
be remembered any other way …
Evelyn is survived by her younger
sister Kitty, and brother Richard,
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in Perth.

Heinz Holzinger - beloved husband of Dolly (BAWA Advocate) - passed away on the
22nd of Januaury at RPH, in
Perth. Heinz was born in 1938
in
Weiz,
Austria.
Dolly writes, "A big part of me
went with you, my love, as I do
no want to leave your side. It
is never a burden but a pleasure to have the opportunity to
take care of you and hold you
in my arms and in my heart until
we
are
reunited"
Heinz is
and 'Pa'
Tab; and
Lily, Zack,
Oliver.

survived by Dolly,
to Ron, Linda, and
'Grandpa' to Tain,
Brandon, Jordan and

Seniors’ Column
I am so pleased to tell you that
our Bank West Seniors Week
Celebration on 28th October was
yet again another social enjoyed
by all who came along. Soe Soe
provided a sumptuous lunch –
spring rolls, samoosas, kebarb,
fried noodles, beef curry, butter
rice, pickle, balachan and salad.
Delicious sweets were donated by
Derek, Joan and Fiona Watts.
What a meal. Thank you very
much Soe Soe and the Watts
family. Of course, BAWA provided cool drinks, coffee and tea
on tap. DJ Ray entertained us
with lovely music – we danced and
sang along. Thank you very much,
Ray. I have no doubt that everyone had a great day, eating,
drinking, dancing, singing and
meeting old friends and making
new ones,
including Ian and
Thechla Sulzdorf visiting here
from UK. They had a wonderful
holiday with us and and they returned home happy to have had
the opportunity of spending
time with their old friends and
new ones. More about Ian before
I close.
Our Seniors Morning Coffee/
Lunch held on 3rd November and
1st December
were well attended and everyone had a good
day. Please remember this SMC/
L is held every first Saturday of
the month at the AAA hall from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Come along and
join the jolly and friendly crowd.
Our Christmas Party for the Old
and Young was held at the AAA
Hall on the 16th of December.
This was yet another great success and you can read about it in
Geff Martin’s Column.

Betty Johnson
January 5th 2008 was our first
SMC/L for the year and we had a
good attendance. In discussing
our events for 2008 the subject
of buying a small coach was
raised and many seniors felt this
was a good idea and achievable.
To be discussed again at the next
SMC/L.
There was a ‘bring a dish and
share’ picnic at Point Walter on
the 13th of January
Unfortunately, not many of our
seniors were able to participate
in this event, which was a combined effort with our Thingangyun friends.
2nd Feb. – SMC/L at the
AAA Hall. 42 Seniors attended
and everyone had a good time.
The purchase of a small coach
was discussed again, and Chris
Manook, addressed the Seniors
on this matter…

(Ed. See group pix p2, of 2008
Seniors at 2nd Feb SMC )

24th Feb. – Off to Mandurah by
train. Some meeting at Murray
Street Station and others at Bull
Creek. Lunch at Mandurah and a
walk about around the market
now being held at the foreshore
every Sunday. What a treat and
expense!!
Before I close, I would like to
mention the sudden death of Ian
Sulzdorf on the 18th of January
this year. Ian was President of
The Burma Britain Mission Relief Association in London for 28
years, where I was once Secretary for 17 years before coming
to Pretty Perth. Ian’s death has
left a big, big hole in the Associa8

tion and he will be missed by
family, friends and associates, at
home and abroad. His wonderful
life is outlined in his funeral
eulogy, a copy of which I am
awaiting. May he rest in peace.
Sadly

Betty.

(Ed ...See also Seniors Forthcoming Events - next page )
—————————————————

A SENIORS WORTH & LIFE
Remember that old folks are
worth a fortune; with silver in
their hair, gold in their teeth,
stones in their kidneys, lead in
their feet, and gas in their stomach …
… I have become a little older
since I saw you last and a few
changes have come into my life.
Frankly I’ve become a frivolous
girl; I’m seeing six gentlemen
every day…..
As soon as I wake up, Will
Power helps me out of my bed.
Then, I go to see John. Next it’s
time for Uncle Toby to come
along, followed by Billy T.
They leave, and Arthur
Ritis shows up and stays for the
rest of the day. He doesn’t like
to stay in any one place too long,
so he takes me from joint to
joint.
After such a long day, I’m
glad to get into bed with Johnny
Walker or Jim Bean.
What a Life !! Oh yes I’m flirting
with Al Zymer !! …... ( U Sam )

Cultural and Social Events - 2008
Sun
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sat

23
19
26
24
19
30
20
26
15

Mar
Apr
Apr
May
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov

Easter Dance
Thingyan Festival
Gala Dine & Dance
Line Dancing
Christmas in July
Multicultural Concert
Spring Ball
Senior’s Week
Line Dancing

NEW EVENTS PLANNED
1. A BAWA Sundowner is being held once a
month (every 2nd Sunday of month, 5-9
pm) at AAA Hall for those who would like
to enjoy the company of friends..
2. BAWA will be hosting a large Multicultural
Concert in August 2008 involving about 15
other Communities similar to the two events
we had in the past.
3. BAWA plans to start up an Arts & Crafts
session running in conjunction with a Bingo af-

Vasto Club
Alexande Height Hall
Vasto Club
Herb Graham Hall
Vasto Club
Morley Rec Centre
Herb Graham
AAA Main Hall
Alexander Hall

See Flyer p15
See Flyer p15
See Flyer p15

ternoon for those who are interested - but volunteers are needed from within the community
to run this session.
4. For ticket Sales contacts are:
Tina 9246 2751, Arlene 9249 5404, Rosa 9310
8154, Jeff 9275 6143, Denise 9246 0132, Michael 0417 988 447, Denzil 0439 511 671.

The Management Committee urgently needs volunteers to run with these programs.
Contact : Denzil, Betty, or Jeff

Seniors Forthcoming Events
1st March – Seniors Morning Coffee/Lunch (SMC/
L) at the AAA Hall from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

19th April – Thingyan Celebrations at the Alexander Heights Community Centre – start 11 a.m. All
welcome. No charge.

15th March – AAA Harmony Day International
Folkfest 2008 at the Perth Convention Centre,
from 5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Tickets $2 each
(first come first served). If interested, please
phone Sam, Cherly or Betty (telephone numbers
given below).

26th April – BAWA Gala Dinner/Dance – Vasto
Hall. See details in this Newsletter.
28th April – Serpentine Dam by Coach. Bring and
share Bar-b-Que. Please advise Cheryl, Sam or
Betty for firm booking ASAP.

23rd March – Easter Sunday – BAWA Easter Ball
at the Vasto Hall.

3rd May – SMC/L at AAA Hall as normal.

30th March – Picnic at Kings Park – Vietnamese
Corner – be there by 11 a.m. Bring and share.
5th April – Combined SMC/L and Food Fete – AAA
Main and Lesser Halls. SMC/L starts as usual at
10 a.m. Tea/coffee/biscuits will be provided, but
on this occasion Seniors will have to buy their
own lunch at the Food Fete next door. This is a
one-off event

24th May (Sunday) – Seniors Lunch/Social – AAA
Main Hall – from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. DJ Ray Howell
will be there to keep us on our feet dancing and
singing. There will be a small charge for this
function.
For information on the above and for further activities yet to be arranged, please contact Sam
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on 9271 2039, Cheryl on 9354 3047 or
Betty on 9305 4136.

Youth and Social Report

Slow to Cha Cha to Rock & Roll and when they took a
breather, RUDY brought on the music for line dancers
to enjoy. Our MC for the night was Charles Samuels
who did an excellent job and even did an intro with a
rendition of Johnny Cash's song "Walk The Line".

Children Christmas Tree Party:
Our Children Christmas Tree Party was again an outstanding success. The children had a terrific time
playing games, eating all the lovely food and enjoying
the entertainment. We had approximately 14 refugee
children who attended the party and were in wonderment with all the excitement and fun as they joined
our members' children and thoroughly enjoyed themselves especially when they received a gift from
Santa. Our special entertainment for the party was
none other than our Chief ELF who this year surprised
us with a CLOWN / Magic act which kept the kids
(and the adults) well enthralled for almost 40 minutes.
This was great as the children were all seated by then
to welcome the main attraction in SANTA. The children all gathered around SANTA and it was a pleasure
to see their faces lit up when SANTA started giving
out the presents. Of course, the adults also joined in
with carols and had a great time.

Again, on a warm night, all the ladies enjoyed the ice
cold complimentary drinks served by the young hip hop
dancing D'Vauz twins - well done boys. Talking about
the warm night, our 6 hired industrial fans were put
to good use to keep the dancers cool on the dance
floor. We also had two security guards who kept a
watchful on any safety issues and unwanted guests.
As our theme for the night was the Golden Twenties,
many took it on board to dress up for the occasion
with many ladies adorning beautiful feathers in their
hair and fur scarfs around their necks and if I wasn't
mistaken, Bonny & Clyde (aka Mike & Trish) were present with machine gun in hand.

It is with absolute pleasure that the Burmese Association thanks the following for their generous help
and donations........

Our welcome of the New Yr which is now becoming
traditional was brought in by firing 6 large confetti
canons from all corners of the hall as the count down
struck12 and believe me, there is no better feeling
than going around and wishing old and new friends a
very Happy New Yr and on that note, the Burmese Association take this opportunity to wish everyone who
were not present on the night a very Happy and Prosperous New Yr........

Santa.........Mel Short
Wanda & Linda & Tina.........for their kind donations of
presents and help in setting up the decorations.
Chief Elf........Charles Samuels
Joan & Fiona Watts for donating the lovely Christmas
cake
Soso for donating the hot dogs and buns
DJ & Musicians........Ray Howell and the McNess brothers
Sandra.......For donating the lolly bags
Ivy.......For donating some gifts for the refugee children
To all the helpers.......Denzil & Ivy, Denise & Bryan,
Michael & Trish, Aunty Betty, Doris, Chris, Albert,
Dennis, and my sincere apologies to any I may have
missed.
To all the families who came along and made it a
memorable occasion ............

Again, it is with absolute pleasure that the Burmese
Association thank the following for their devotion and
generous help in making this NYE party a terrific success..........
Denzil & Ivy............
Arlene & Rudy & All their over seas friends.......
Denise & Bryan....
Aunty Betty & Uncle Q & Norene
Linda & Tina
Mike & Trish
Eugine & Carmella
Charles & Doris
John Webster
Willie & Margaret
Chris
Lance
Jeff & Soso
Again my sincere apologies if I have missed out any
one..........

New Year's Eve Dance:
What can I say about our fantastic show which just
keeps getting better with each year. This year we had
about 500 people (some even came from over seas)
who came along and enjoyed the night of festivities by
dancing the night away to the fabulous music of
"KINDA KOOL" & DJ "RUDY J". KINDA KOOL kept
the general crowd well entertained with all our favorite songs with the rhythm of the music ranging from

Rgds
Jeff Martin
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(Ed. See pixs p1 & 2 )

Volunteering WA Grant
Volunteering WA (VWA) is a non Government organization
committed to building stronger communities through volunteering. The Burmese Association of WA (Inc) is involved in support of one of their programs for encouraging
ethnic communities to understand and be involved in volunteering activities. VWA received a $27000 grant from
the Department of Immigration and Citizenship to work
with several culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD)
communities such as the Burmese community. Other communities involved are the African community and Muslim
Womens Association.
VWA would like to brief the Burmese community on what
volunteering opportunities are available and show examples and places where volunteering is occurring. Volunteering examples include surf life saving, environmental projects, gardening and other services. VWA will also brief
volunteer organizations on the wider opportunities that
members of CALD communities may also provide.
The benefits for the Burmese community include greater
exposure to Australian volunteer activities and culture,
potential job skills for new migrants and a sense of participation in activities they may not have previously realized.
The Burmese Association would like to invite any interested members of the community to participate in this
program. Please contact the association if you are interested.

The classes are run in the evening one day per week for 2
hours. Students range from mothers and fathers with
their children to individuals. Classes usual comprise about
10 adults and several or more children. Students are broken up at different levels depending on their English ability. The general level of English varies greatly among students depending on how long they have been in Australia,
their age and what level of previous exposure they have.
For example, while some students can get by with basic
day-to-day conversational English, others are completely
at a loss and need lots of assistance. Some students are
able to read and write, while others may not.
The aim of the classes is to increase the student’s exposure to conversational English and assist their integration
into Australian society. Some bilingual Burmese / English
ability can be helpful to assist students when describing
or explaining lessons. Many of the lesson topics involve
simple every day issues that one takes for granted. Examples, of class topics include reciting the alphabet, reading
time, identifying parts of the body, describing newspaper
issues and understanding features, filling out government
forms, simple greetings/introductions and Australian customs. The role of the volunteer teacher is to guide and
practice basic English conversation with a small group of
students assigned to you on the night for a given topic.
Several teachers are usually present during the classes so
the workload is spread and students get proper attention.
As a volunteer involved in these classes it is often very
rewarding to make contact with the new members of our
community and brings back memories of when we were all
once like these new migrants. It is easy to forget many
decades later for us the struggles that we had to go
through and it is incumbent on us as settled members of
the community to try to help our new community members
where possible.

Refugee English Classes
We have started the second term of our Burmese refugee
English classes at the Kenwick Community centre, south of
Perth. Last years classes had good attendance from students who were all recently arrived Karen migrants in the
last few years. Most of the students are associated with
Lily Pinto’s church community and showed great appreciation, eagerness and need to learn English.

We are looking at the possibility of starting a similar class
to service students in the north of Perth, subject to obtaining additional volunteers from the community. If you
are interested in volunteering either north of south of
Perth please contact the association.

All new migrants are able to access a minimum of 510
hours English lessons run by the Adult Migrant English
Program, TAFE. However, not all students are able to
benefit fully from this and need additional support such
as greater exposure and repetition to English conversation, and importantly the assistance of interpreters for
clarification. Our English conversation classes are intended to compliment the TAFE program by helping them
to practice what they have learnt and increase their English conservation skills. Hopefully this will help them in the
community to work, do shopping, understand forms and
applications and other living skills.
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These English Classes are part of BAWA’s Mission
Statement for Welfare and Educational activities,
and the Association’s strategy of Out-Reach to
recent Burmese ethnic Refugees and Migrants.

Albert Meyerkort
Health/Safety & Grants Portfolio

Denise’s Corner

COMMUNITY & WELFARE SERVICES

We welcome back Ron and Gul Shirazee from a recent pilgrimage to Mecca. Ron sells the most delicious deserts at our food
fete and we farewell John Hersheen who’s holidaying for 2
months in Paris. John sells Birayani and Pies at our food fete
and is also a regular announcer on our Burmese Radio Program
6EBA
As mentioned in our last newsletter, our food bank venture has
been well received by our seniors so we are in the process of
ascertaining products our seniors need.
On a long term planning, we are looking at organizing overseas
getaways and cruises as a group.
Let us know of destinations that are of interest to you – organized coach tours / cruising, love to hear your ideas. Traveling in
a group where everybody knows each other will be a party everyday.
Don’t forget also if you are having a party and
in need of Bain Maries, we have 6 that we hire
out for a small cost.
Hope to see you at our dances which is held on
Easter Sunday and our Anniversary Dance 26
April 2008.

Report from Dolly’s desk for December 2007 to February 2008.
Personally, it was a very busy period especially due to my husband Heinz’s illness that required full time intensive care. I
cared for him personally for nearly a year but later received respite care from various community organizations.
In the work front, I did most of my work as a Community Advocate for BAWA from home with the approval from BAWA
Management Committee.
The highlights of the successful outcomes were:
1.0 Two families, which comprised of 4 adults and 3 kids were
granted Protection visa by the Department of Immigration and
Citizenship (DIAC) in January this year 6 months after the families arrived in Australia from Myanmar (Burma). It was astonishing as all my previous Burmese clients have never been
granted Protection visa by DIAC soon after applications were
lodged. More than 95% of the applications were rejected and
they needed to go through the various review process causing a
lot of anxiety for the applicants. The credit must go to the extremely dedicated Migration Lawyers from Legal Aid WA and
from SCALES at Murdoch University.

Love Denise

_______________________________________

2.0 Another case involved a young mother who has a 10 months
old child born in Australia. She was married to an Australian but
the relationship broke up and the young mother from Canada
was told by her estranged Australian husband that she had to
leave Australia leaving her baby behind in Australia. She was
referred to me by a very close friend who was very concerned
about the welfare of both the mother and her child. Through my
network I rang the Registered Migration Agent who is about to
become a qualified Lawyer at Legal Aid WA and she did arrange an immediate appointment within 2 days of my contact. I
have been informed by the young mother that she was granted a
Permanent Residence Status early in February. Of course she is
very relieved and happy.

COOKING CLASSES
Introducing six sessions at $10 per/ person/session to
cover facility and ingredients costs.
Classes will be held one day a month (date and time still
to be determined).
Maximum of 12 persons per session (due kitchen constraints).

3.0 I recently received emails from members of BAWA MC
about the Burmese Seaman from Burma ended up at RPH in
ICU. I went and visited him at RPH with our son from Sweden
who came for my Husband’s funeral. He was moved to a Ward
and could not speak English. I met, Tina, a Ward Clerk at RPH
who was originally from Burma. She was very concerned about
his welfare and his safety if he is to be returned to Burma on
Medical Grounds. I visited him again today and also arranged
two Burmese friends to visit him at suitable time. I went to see
him as a voluntary Advocate of BAWA. I am now working very
closely with several Nurses, a Social Worker and the Ward
Clerk in putting in place a suitable Patient Management Plan as
he would have to remain in Perth for his on going treatment at
RPH. If he is interested in applying for a Protection visa I would
refer him to one of the above-named centres.

The cooking instructors who will be demonstrating at
each session are non-professional cooks. ie.. Home
cooks)
At each session you will get to taste the dishes that
have been cooked.
Please register your names for the sessions so you don’t
miss out on the following numbers below :
Association Office - 9328 8988 (leave message on
answering machine)
Sandra Baker
- 9272 3881
Denise Alexander - 9246 0132
Denzil & Ivy D’Vauz - 9440 0019/
0439 511 671
Betty Johnson
- 9305 4136

4.0 I have been approached by another Burmese family to getting an appropriate referral to Legal Aid WA or SCALES as her
brother wants to apply for a Protection visa.. That will keep me
very busy.
That’s the lot folks.
Dolly Holzinger
Community Advocate
12

Sandra Baker
Co-ordinator
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BAWA Building Fund Donation Appeal
The Association invites any substantial donations,
benefactors, or offers from the community to fund a
building of our own . The Association has been seeking
this goal for many years without tangible progress and
to achieve this aim it feels that substantial donations
or similar arrangements from the community are the
only feasible solutions given
current circumstances.
Please feel free to contact Denzil D'Vauz, President or
any other Management Committee member.
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Spotlight on Burmese Youth

He is still in training, but has not entered any competition this year. He’s dedicating his time and effort
towards his final year “Bachelor of Commerce” degree at Curtin University.

A Champion in his own right.
By Charles Samuels
Kick Boxer “Rocket” Rick Wemyss arrived in Australia in 1990 with his parents at the age of 5,
attended St. Norbert College in Queen’s Park,
where he graduated year 12. He played Soccer
for his school and also became Captain for the
school’s Volley Ball team. Having a passion for
sport at a very young age, between the ages of 916 Rick played Aussie Rules and was Captain with
the Queen’s Park “Bull Dogs”.

I asked him where his passion for fighting may have
come from. Rick says, his grandma’s brother was a
boxer in the army in Burma and he always admired
him. I also asked him how he got the name “Rocket”.
He said his Coach Kevin Junior gave him the name
because he fought as fast as a rocket.
Congratulations on such great achievements Rick. On
behalf of the Burmese community we would like to
wish you even more success in the years to come and
hope we see your name up in lights in the near future.

Somehow as he grew older, and at the age of 17,
this innate and deep passion to enter the ring
was awakened. Fascinated by the glitziness, the
splendor, the atmosphere and mainly the shiny
“gloves” became irresistible. He trained for two
weeks in Mongkee Phyut, north east of Thailanda place that claims to be, and produces, the
world’s champions in Muay-Thai Kick Boxing.

( Ed. See Pix. p2 )

—————————————————————————

NYE Engagement Surprise

His first Muay-Thai kick boxing fight in the ring
was at the age of 17. “This was the hardest
fight” he says. He did not quite know what to expect. Despite this, he won the fight which gave
him more confidence to take a step up. His dream
of being the State Champion emerged in his mind.
At 21 he was the State’s kickboxing Champion. In
December of 2006, Rick then went on to win the
International Kick Boxing Federation Australian
Title.

BAWA members and New Year’s Eve dance regulars,
Julie and Andrew Scanlin decided to use the opportunity to announce their engagement at the recent
2008 New Year’s Eve ball. They celebrated this announcement with an ‘Engagement Waltz’ warmly applauded by dance guests …
“This was a complete surprise to us,” said close
friends Tony and Donna, “and to the table of friends,
seated with Julie and Andrew”.

( Ed. Congratulations. See Pix. p2 )
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BAWA Upcoming Events
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see p.9
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